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Chapter I: Introduction

The aim of this guide is to provide a reference to Master students at the Lebanese
University — Faculty of Arts and Humanities — while writing their research. This file is already
formatted to help students with the content and layout of the thesis.

Before going into any research process, it is important that the student know how to
choose his/her research topic, which is a new subject, or a topic requiring further research, a
pilot approach based on observation, testing, analysis, comparison and conclusion. The
research material to be dealt with must be proportional to the student’s abilities and previous
acquisitions of information on the topic. He/she also has to be ethical, starting with the
qualities he/she must have at the personal level, which is the desire to research along with
systematic scrutiny, objectivity and honesty.

Therefore, the researcher must respect the ethics of the research based on ensuring the
validity of the information he/she quotes to present in his/her research to reach certain results,
away from plagiarism, with due respect to intellectual property rights, and with strict
adherence to the accuracy of documentation and scientific honesty.

The thesis consists, in general, of three main sections: the title page, the introductory
pages, followed by the pages of the tables and forms, the body of the thesis, and the final
pages containing the reference pages and the appendixes.

As to plagiarism, the percentage of similarity with other sources must not exceed 15%
of the total work provided that the quotation rate does not exceed 5% of the single source,

stressing the need to document these quotations. The number of pages of the Master’s thesis is



around 80 pages for Research Track and 60 pages for Professional track, excluding
bibliography and appendices.

In one paragraph, introduce this chapter.

1. 1. Overview

Introduce the topic of the thesis and present any theoretical background in around 2 to 3

pages (for linguistic track).

1. 2. Statement of the Problem

Describe clearly and concisely the problem that this study intends to bridge (a page or
so). Address a current topic or a topic with scientific addition, providing benefit to the
community.

Statement of the problem or the thesis statement is the focal point of the research and
describes the issue or issues to be addressed. It provides the context for the research
study and generates the questions the researcher needs to answer. The study should
attempt to solve this problem and present it through a new and different approach that

benefits future scientific research.

1. 3. Purpose of the Study

Identify the purpose of the study and the objectives of choosing this topic. It tends to

bridge the gap mentioned in the statement of the problem (a page or so).



1. 4. Significance of the Study

Indicate the significance of choosing such a topic and the value of researching it (a page
or so0). The significance of the study includes the addition the study provides in terms of
knowledge and the benefits to society (psychological, social, educational, economic...). It

sheds light on the original aspect in the thesis.

1. 5. Research Questions

The research questions are based on the statement of the problem. They should be
specific, relevant and time bound. They guide the flow of the thesis, thus, directing the search
process towards a possible solution to the problem. The research questions determine the

3w

“what”, “how”, “why", “when” or “where” (2 to 4 questions are enough).

1. 6. Hypotheses of the Study

(For the Linguistic track and the Professional Project only)

The hypotheses are statements that can be either proved or disproved. They are in direct

link to the problem and research questions.

1. 7. Structure of the Thesis

Describe the chapters of the thesis and the contents of each (a page or so0).



Chapter II. Literature Review

Write a paragraph introducing this chapter and its content. This paragraph guides the
reader to understand the flow of this review.

The purpose of this section is to provide the justification for the research and to highlight
the contribution of the researcher. It covers what has been done on the topic in the parameters
of the proposed theory and the research questions proposed. The student should not only
present what critics have said about the topic, but respond to what has been said about it. The
literature review should not provide a list of authors, their works or ideas, but must be a
critical evaluation of those authors’ works and their significance to the study. Finally, the
researcher has to identify the gaps that are missing in the aforementioned body of criticism

and determine how to bridge them.

While writing the Literature Review, you need to avoid plagiarism. This can be achieved
in four ways: paraphrasing (rephrasing what the researcher has learned from the reference in
his/her language while preserving basic meaning), quoting (copying exact words from the
reference using quotation marks), copying (of drawings, illustrations, data, and specialized
images while respecting copyright, and obtaining the necessary permissions) and

summarizing. When using these four ways, you need to use in-text citation.



2.1. Subheading

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttext

2.1.1. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttextiexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttextiexttextiexttextexttextextext

When copying an extending quotation (longer than 3 lines), it is placed in this form
without using quotation marks. You supply in-text citation according to the
documentation format used (APA or MLA) as follows (author’s last name, year of
publication: page number).

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt
exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext Texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

2.1.2. Title of the part

Text

texttexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttextiexttexttexttexttexttext



2.1.3. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttext

Text text Text text Text text Text text

Table 1. Brief description of the table

2.2. Subheading

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

extiexttextiexttextiextiextiexttextiexttextiexttexttexttexttextexteextrexttext

2. 2. 1. Title of the part

Text
texttextiexttextiexttexttexitexttexttexttexttexttextiexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttext

2. 2. 2. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext




2. 2. 3. Title of the part

Text

texttextiexttexttextiextiextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextrexttexttexttexttexttexteextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

2.3. Subheading

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

2.3.1. Title of the part

Text'texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextrexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiext

2.3.2. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttext

! Footnotes are added to add extra information, to clarify an idea, to provide a translation or the original text of a
translation, etc.



2.3.3. Title of the part

Text

texttexttextiextiextiextiexttexttexttextiexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttext

2.4. Subheading

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext
2.4.1. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext
2.4.2. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext




2.4.3. Title of the part

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt
exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

Add more subheadings if there is any need.

Add (a) wrap-up paragraph(s) to the Literature Review, summarizing the studies and

ideas tackled, and pave the way for the next chapter.



Chapter III: Methodology of Research

Write a paragraph introducing this chapter and its content.

It is necessary to determine the method(s) used and the reason behind choosing this
(these) method(s) that tend(s) to answer the research questions. This chapter presents the tools
that will be used by the researcher in the collection of data and the analysis of the material. It

usually has but not limited to the following subtitles.
3.1. Research Design

Introduce the content of this section.
3.1.1. The Type of Research

Present the theoretical framework and identify the type of research: qualitative,
quantitative or mixed, case study, comparative, etc. Then explain why this type is chosen,

what this type entails, and what adaptations, if any, are made.
3.1.2. Time and Place of the study

You can add other subheadings or sub-sections to elaborate on any idea or notion related
to the method and methodology used (for the Linguistics Research and the Professional

Project).




3.2. Sample/Population/Corpus of the Study

Introduce the content of this section (for the Linguistics Research and the Professional

Project).
3.2.1. The Method Used for Selecting Sample/Population/Corpus

Identify clearly the method(s) of selecting Sample/Population/Corpus and the reasons
for choosing the method(s) to serve in answering the research questions. Make sure the

method(s) attain a representative Sample/Population/Corpus.
3.2.2. The Sample/Population/Corpus

Describe the Sample/Population/Corpus in details. Add any figures or tables to clarify

the Sample/Population/Corpus.

percentages

= 1st Qtr
| 2nd Qtr
= 3rdQtr
m4thQtr

Figure 1. Brief description of the figure
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3.2.3. Any Relevant Idea on the Sample/Population/Corpus (If Any)

Text

textrextiextiextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextiexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

3.3. Instruments of the Study

Describe the instruments used in relation to the research questions to collect data, such
as interviews, behavior observation checklists, performance tests, questionnaires, etc. and
verify your choice of choosing each (For the Linguistics Research and the Professional

Project).

3.3.1. The First Instrument and its Validity

Describe the instrument and its source. Explain its validity and reliability in rendering

accurate results.

3.3.2. The Second Instrument and its Validity

Describe the instrument and its source. Explain its validity and reliability in rendering

accurate results.

3.3.3. The Third Instrument and its Validity

Describe the instrument and its source. Explain its validity and reliability in rendering

accurate results. You can either add or delete instruments.

12



3.4. Variables of the Study (for the Linguistics Research)

[dentify the variables related to the study.
3.4.1. Independent Variables

Describe them and explain why they are independent.

3.4.2. Dependent Variables

Describe them and explain why they are dependent.
3.5. Procedure of the Study

The procedure is the “a b ¢” of doing the study. You need to describe in details what has
been done. Add sub-sections to divide the procedure into sections. You can go about it by time

chronology, linguistic feature, or any other criteria specific to you study.
3.5.1. The Procedure by Criteria 1

Text
texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

13



3.5.2. The Procedure by Criteria 2

Text

texttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttextt

exttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttexttext

3.5.3. The Procedure by Criteria 3

You can always add more subheadings to clarify the procedure.

3.6. Ethical Considerations

Describe any ethical considerations relevant to the study. It could be a consent form to

get access to results or permission to do something.

3.7. Data Collection and Statistical Treatment

Describe what you use to analyze the data collected. It could be SPSS or any other

statistical procedure (for the Linguistic Track and the Professional Project).

Add a wrap-up paragraph to this chapter and pave the way for the next.

14



Chapter Four: Findings and Analysis

In one paragraph, describe this section and its content.

The basic purpose of data analysis, whether quantitative or qualitative, is to summarize a
large body of information, to answer research questions, to test the validity of hypotheses, to
investigate potential problems, and to examine the expected estimates. The results are usually
presented in Chapter 3, interpreted, and discussed in Chapter 4. The sub-headings suggested

can be altered following the specificity of the research.

4. 1. Analysis of the Results

The analysis of the results is divided into sub-sections according to the specific criteria
of the research. It could be according to instruments, to type of research (qualitative and
quantitative, comparative), themes of the research, etc.

Remember to use graphs to facilitate the analysis.
4.1.1. Analysis of Theme/Criteria/Instrument

Add more sub-sections as needed.

4.2. Discussing the Findings

Discuss findings especially those that do not show statistical significance, and analyze

whether this is due to weak statistical power, which can mask a real difference or correlation.

15



Discuss clearly the choice of one specific SPSS feature rather than another and its effect in

revealing any significance of the results.

4.2.1. Discussion

Always link the findings to the literature review.

4.2.2. Discussion

Add more sub-sections as needed.

4.3. Testing the Hypotheses

Describe the purpose of this part (for the Linguistics Research and the Professional

Project).

4.3.1. Testing the First Hypothesis

Write the hypothesis and mention the instrument(s) used to test it. Then state the result

of the test.

4.3.2. Testing the Second Hypothesis

Add more sub-sections as needed.



4.4. Answering the Research Questions

Based on the result of the hypotheses, the research questions are answered.

4.4.1. Answering the First Question

Rewrite the question here and answer providing proper verification.

4.4.2. Answering the Second Question

Add more sub-headings as needed.

Add (a) wrap-up paragraph(s) summarizing this chapter and pave the way for the next

chapter.

17



Chapter Five: Conclusion

Add a paragraph introducing this chapter.

In this chapter, the researcher presents the conclusions drawn and derived. The
conclusion of the research is the most important part of it because it shows the results reached
by the researcher with a short and succinct scientific statement. It is an authentic scientific
contribution attributed to the researcher, the clear evidence of the value of research and study,
and the real mirror of the level of the researcher and the amount of understanding of the
scientific material, examined and presented. Since the last thing that touches the eyes of the
reader, it must be tightly thought, styled, and arranged so that the last impression has a

profound impact on the reader.
5.1. Summary

This section is a thorough overview of the research presented straightforwardly and
clearly. The results should be discussed and interpreted in the light of a range of things: the
overall results of the present study, the relevant literature, the theoretical/conceptual
framework used, the current study and previous studies. How do the results of the current
study conform, or vary, with previous literature? How does this affect feeds? The wording of
the extracts must be consistent with the strength of the supporting evidence. Some conclusions
can be formulated in a decisive and confident language, while other conclusions require a

language of probability, possibility, or speculative.




5.2. Limitations of the Study

Limitations can be in terms of duration of the research, place, population, sample size,

instruments, or any other area in this research.

5.3. Recommendations and Implications for Further Research

The section presents the recommendations of the researcher based on the results of the
current study and the relevant literature, taking into consideration the limits of the present
study and previous studies. Recommendations may include the proposal to make adjustments
to relevant theories, practices or policies. They may include suggestions for future research:
emerging problems, new research questions raised by the study findings, promising conceptual

frameworks, useful or even useless methods and should be avoided, etc.

5.4. Differences between the Professional Project and the Research Thesis

Criteria Project Research Thesis
Definition | o Is a culminating written product o Is a culminating written research
(can be a kit, model, etc....) paper

oIs a systematic study of a
significant problem

Focus o Is often more practical, should show | oIs driven by critical inquiry;
originality, critical thinking, typically leads to empirical
appropriate organization and format. | investigation, or theory testing,

o Should be accurate and thoroughly through established quantitative
documented. and/or qualitative methods.
o Should be accurate and thoroughly
documented.

Emphasis | o Is on scholarly thinking and critical | o Is more theoretical; rigorously tests
analysis. the effectiveness of a proposed
intervention using a data driven
approach.




Purpose o To further the knowledge of the o To further students’ knowledge in
student in an area of personal an area of research inquiry such as
interest, to further the interests or academic or social phenomena and
knowledge of a group, or to provide engage them in rigorous research
tools for educational/research skills
purposes

Format May be, but is certainly not limited to: | May be, but is not limited to:

o acritical review in an area of o a critical review which leads to
special interest to the student, (for theory building or theory testing.
example, a model of intervention), o a critical review which leads to the
including a review of theoretical development of a hypothesis, and
foundations, value base, evidence the testing of that hypothesis.
regarding its effectiveness, etc. o the development of an intervention,

o aresource, handbook, videotape, followed by the testing or
workshop or other kind of training evaluation of that intervention.
module, developed from a sound o the design of a program, and the
literature review, and designed to evaluation of the program’s
transmit knowledge and disseminate | effectiveness.
information o an empirical study, using

o aprogram proposal or a program quantitative and/or qualitative
evaluation methods, which follows a rigorous

o an empirical study (qualitative or methodological approach
quantitative) which is exploratory or | o a needs assessment which leads to
pilot in nature, with a relatively a better understanding of the
small number of subjects, or with an | dynamics in various aspects of the
unrepresentative sample. field to disseminate this knowledge

o aneeds assessment for future research

Length o Minimum of 15000 words o Minim}lm of 25000 words

! . excluding references and
excluding references and appendices .
appendices.

MO"F In addition to the aforementioned

details items, a professional project contains:

o The Evaluation of the project in

the light of the theoretical and
previous studies.
o An accompanying essay that ©

discusses the steps of the project, its
implementation at the personal level,
the hardships encountered and how
the problems have been bridged.

Table 2. Differences between the Professional Project and the research Thesis
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All in-text citations should be accompanied by reference citations. Skipping any
reference would be considered an act of plagiarism.
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APA: Kurowska, T. (2010, October). Is the boss watching every keystroke you make?
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2009.

APA: Mayer, G., & Vallaire, M. (2009, September 30). Enhancing writer communication to
address health literacy. Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, 14(3).
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Article in a print newspaper

MLA: Korkki, Phyllis. “Finding a Job by Starting a Business.” New York Times 31 Jan. 2010:
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APA: Korkki, P. (2010, January 31). Finding a job by starting a business. New York Times,
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Online encyclopedia article

MLA: Kling, Arnold. “International Trade.” Concise Encyclopedia of Economics. 2" ed.

Library of Economics and Liberty, 2008.Web. 27 Mar. 2010.
APA: Kling, A. (2008). International trade. In Concise encyclopedia of economics (2™ ed).
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Mar. 2010.
APA: Inflation. (2010). In Encyclopedia Britannica online. Retrieved from
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APA: Janson, R. (Host), & Ayala, J (Host). (2010, April 7). Serious Money. Phoenix, AZ:
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APA: Nathenson, J. (Producer). (2010, April 14). No frills business travel [Television series
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Web. 31 Mar. 2010.
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(J. Alvarez, personal communication, October 15, 2011)

E-Mail correspondence
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E-mail.

APA: Treat as unpublished interview and cite parenthetically in the text; see “Personal

Interview” above.
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Appendices

The number of pages of the appendices does not exceed one third of the pages of the
thesis. The section includes all the instruments (questionnaire, lesson plans, sample of the
corpus...) used in the research, approvals related to copyright, consent forms, tools, charts,
statistics, maps, etc. These appendices should be also mentioned in the research by their

alphabetical number displayed here. Each appendix should be on a separate page.
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Appendix B

29



